= Healthcare Impact
#MiRuralCareMatters in Rural I\/Iichigan

1

Largest private
sector employer
in Michigan

In communities across rural Michigan,
hospitals and health systems provide
economic stability that supports families and
small businesses, while ensuring healthcare
remains close to home. These facilities
include Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs),
Birthing Hospitals, Sole Community
Hospitals (SCHs) and Rural Emergency
Hospitals (REHs), each playing a vital role
in meeting local healthcare needs.
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Delivering Care Where It's Needed Most
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Michigan’s Rural Hospitals
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Rural hospitals define how care is delivered
in Michigan’s smallest communities. For
many residents, these facilities represent
their closest — and often only —
connection to essential health services.
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Rural hospitals
maintain no more than 25 acute care beds. CAHs
must be located more than 35 miles (or 15 miles by
mountainous terrain or secondary roads) from the
nearest hospital — unless designated by a state as a
Necessary Provider prior to 2006.

Rural Emergency Hospitals (REH): Rural hospitals
that preserve emergency department services,
observation care and other outpatient services in
rural areas. An REH cannot have inpatient beds,
except those furnished in a distinct part unit
licensed as a skilled nursing facility.

Sole Community Hospitals (SCH): A designation
based on a rural hospital’s distance in relation to
other hospitals, indicating that the facility is the only
short-term, acute care hospital serving a community.
Distance requirements vary depending on whether a
facility is rural and how inaccessible a region is due
to weather, topography and other factors.

Birthing Hospitals: A rural hospital that provides
labor and delivery services for women, including
prenatal care, childbirth and postpartum care for
both the mother and newborn.
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For more information about Michigan hospitals, visit www.mha.org.
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