[image: image1.jpg]MICHIGAN HEALTH & HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION
The ke 14000 Michigan Ostcopathic
e

e The Partnership for Michigan’s Health





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

      Contact:
David Fox, MSMS

Wednesday, November 29, 2006



517-336-5731









Jill Higgins, MOA









517-347-1555









Lori Latham, MHA









517-703-8605

PARTNERSHIP FOR MICHIGAN'S HEALTH COMMENDS GRANHOLM'S COMMITMENT TO RESTORE FUNDS LOST FROM BUSINESS TAX

LANSING – The Partnership for Michigan's Health today commended Gov. Jennifer Granholm's commitment to a revenue neutral plan to replace the funds formerly generated by Michigan's Single Business Tax.  

Without full replacement of the $1.9 billion displaced when Michigan's Single Business Tax was eliminated earlier this year, health care, education and other critical state services could see devastating cuts in future budgets, according to members of the Partnership that include the Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS), the Michigan Health & Hospital Association (MHA) and the Michigan Osteopathic Association (MOA).

"Without full replacement, it's clear that legislators will have to cut somewhere," said MSMS president Paul O. Farr, MD, a Grand Rapids gastroenterologist.  "Health care funding is too important to put at risk."

MHA president Spencer Johnson agreed and pointed out that Medicaid and graduate medical education funding already is underfunded by hundreds of millions of dollars.

"Michigan hospitals are struggling to maintain the safety net for the state's nearly 1.6 million Medicaid recipients and 1.1 million uninsured residents," Johnson said.  "We need to protect health care funding, not cut it."

"The state has an obligation to ensure that Michigan has the funds to live up to its financial responsibilities," said MOA executive director Dennis Paradis, MPH. "The bottom line is that anything less than full replacement of the SBT revenue will negatively affect the health care, education and public safety of Michigan citizens."

The Partnership for Michigan's Health looks forward to working with Gov. Granholm and state lawmakers on identifying appropriate solutions to replace the lost SBT revenue.  These essential state dollars will protect critical health care services for our seniors, children and our most vulnerable populations.

The Partnership for Michigan's Health is a coalition made up of the MHA, MSMS, and MOA.  The Partnership is working to improve Michigan's health status, to reform the state's Medicaid system, and to keep health care accessible and affordable for all citizens.
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